“GOoD” IN JAPANESE ..

PRAYER REQUESTS....
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] Promised Monthly Support



That we will be able to
get up to 50% support by
January, when we will go
to Michigan for Tomo to
go to SEND’s Candidate
Orientation program.

1 n

God" in Japanese . That Tomo's application

process will continue to

In September, David and | attended the gods after they were deceased, usually progress smoothly, and
Reaching Japanese for Christ conference, soothe their spirits because people feared that we will have an en-
where we ran into a Japanese lady whom | their souls were angry and causing bad thi couraging time at SEND
made acquaintance with through an interna- to happen. Kami’ are feared for their super headquarters in Michigan
tional students’ ministry last year when | natural powers but not necessarily revered. this January.

was attending UCI. She talked about com- other saying in Japanese goes “Untouched g
munication barriers between American be- can do no harm”, which means something li
lievers and Japanese non-believers. | just “let sleeping dogs lie”. In other words, the p
wanted to share some of that because we mary reason for having anything to do wi
thought that was very interesting. gods is to keep them quiet. Obviously, “god”
Japanese mind can have many human fa
One of the things she talked about was that and there can be no personal relationships
the words like “God”, “sin”, or “love” have  tween the gods and people.
different meanings in Japanese culture and
statements like “God loves you” doesn't The only true God that we're talking about _ _
make any sense to many Japanese withoutno flaws. He is perfectly holy, and has personalita s WSt LT
first explaining what kind of “God” you're  relationships with humans. That's why “Golaaib e SER il el
talking about. loves you” is a great assurance and comfoRgiiuEEEICRERERyEIRIRCE
But in the Japanese context, it just sounds ¢
The word “god” in Japanese iskdmr, and people might think, “Which god loves me2si=0I>
which was originally a word for Shinto ani-  For what? I'd rather not be loved by that g@EGHS =Sk
mistic gods. When Christianity was brought because | don't want anything weird in Farmington, Ml 48332
to Japan, they translated the word “God” to Jife.” So before telling them that “God” love
“kami. But these two concepts actually them, we might want to take time to explalfl®]iee/jie o el & yalel f=lai o] =
have no similarities whatsoever, except that who God is. mation.
they are not human. There's a saying in
Japanese that there are “eight million gods”. We thought that was very interesting and so
There are gods everywhere; in a mountain, thing important to remember when we are s¢
river, boulder, tree, animals, wind and fire. to Japan to do His work.
Sometimes Japanese made certain humans

Praises:

Tomo got her green card
and work permit!

David got a second part
time job!
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